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IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): A connecting system, comprising; 

an elongated element including a connecting member, the connecting member having 
an engaging portion; and 

a substantially ring shap e d receiving element provid e d with including an openings 

wh e r e in said elongated e l e m e nt can b e oonnectod, charact e riz e d in that th e e longated 
element comprises a connecting m e mb e r, and in that th e ring shap e d e l e ment compris e s an 
the opening being shaped configur e d to allow sliding passage of the elongated element with 
the conn e cting m e mber in a specific such that, with respect to a central axis of the elongated 
element, a shape of the engaging portion is aligned with a shape of the opening in a first 
angular position , whereby the connecting member passes through the opening, and in a 
second angular position different from the first angular position, interference exists between a 
surface of the engaging portion and a surface of the receiving element thereby preventing the 
connecting member fi-om passing through the opening . 

Claim 2 (Currently Amended): [[A]] The connecting system according to claim 1 , 
charact e rized in that wherein the engaging portion of the connecting member comprises two 
includes one or more of indentations and/or and protrusions. 

Claim 3 (Currently Amended): [[A]] The connecting system according to claim 1 [[or 
2]], characteriz e d in that wherein the engaging portion of the connecting member compris e s 
includes at least a pair of opposed indentations and/or protrusions. 
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Claim 4 (Currently Amended): [[A]] The connecting system according to any one of 
the claims claim 1 [[- 3]], charact e rized in that wherein the engaging portion of the 
connecting member compris e s includes two or more pairs of indentations and/or protrusions 
formed in spaced-apart relationship on the elongated element. 

Claim 5 (Currently Amended): [[A]] The connecting system according to any on e of 
the claims claim 3 [[1 - 4]], charact e riz e d in that th e ind e ntations and/or protrusions of the 
r es p e ctiv e pairs may be wherein the at least a pair of opposed indentations and/or protrusions 
are arranged in staggered relationship round around the elongated element at alternating 
angular positions . 

Claim 6 (Currently Amended): [[A]] The connecting system according to any on e of 
the claims claim 2 [[1 - 5]], characterized in that said ind e ntations and/or protru s ions are 
material portions of th e e longated e l e ment that have be e n wherein the one of an indentation 
and protrusion is formed by upsetting or flattening. 

Claim 7 (Currently Amended): [[A]] The connecting system according to any on e of 
the claims claim 1 [[- 6]], characterized in that wherein the ring shap e d receiving element 
compris e s includes clamping means for clamping onto the elongated element. 

Claim 8 (Currently Amended): [[A]] The connecting system according to claim 7, 
characterized in that said wherein the clamping means are configured to clamp around the 
connecting member. 
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Claim 9 (Currently Amended): [[A]] The connecting system according to claim 7 or 
8, characterized in that said wherein the clamping means ar e suitabl e is configured for 
clamping down in said on indentations. 

Claim 10 (Currently Amended): [[A]] The connecting system according to any on e of 
th e claims claim 7 [[- 9]], charact e rized in that said wherein the clamping means comprise is 
springing ears. 

Claim 1 1 (Currently Amended): [[A]] The connecting system according to any one of 
th e claims claim 7 [[- 10]], charact e riz e d in that said wherein the clamping means comprise 
includes notches , such that to b o support e d on the elongated element is adjacent to the 
notches after passinig through the opening . 

Claim 12 (Currently Amended): [[A]] The connecting system according to any one of 
the claims claim 1 [[- 1 1 ]], characterized in that wherein the connecting member is pr e s e nt at 
a s pecific location, which may or may not b e at th e proximate to an end of the elongated 
element. 

Claim 13 (Currently Amended): A method for connecting and disconnecting [[the]] 
elements of [[the]] a connecting system , comprising: according to any on e of th e claims 1 — 
1 2, characteriz e d in that 

aligning an [[the]] elongated element and th e ring s hap e d a receiving element are 
turn e d over a c e rtain at an angle relative to each other, such that in a first angular position, a 
shape of an engaging portion of a connecting member aligns with a shape of an opening of 
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the receiving element, and in a second angular position different from the first angular 
position, the shape of the engaging portion interferes with the shape of the opening; and 

performing one of pushing the elements together or pulling the elements apart in^hat 
the two elements while in a fixed the first angular position arc slidingly pushed togeth e r or 
pull e d apart r e sp e ctiv e ly such that the engaging portion passes through the opening . 

Claim 14 (Currently Amended): [[A]] The method according to claim 13, 
characterized in that th e e longat e d elem e nt and the ring shaped e l e m e nt ar e r e p e at e dly turn e d 
ov e r a c e rtain angl e relativ e to e ach other, and in that th e two e l e ments whil e in giv e n angular 
pnQitinnr, nrn rnpnntodly pur.hed tog e ther or pull e d apart from on e anoth e r further comprising: 

repeating the aligning such that a subsequent engaging portion of the connecting 
member aligns with the opening, wherein the subsequent engaging portion is substantially 
similar in shape as the engaging portion and at least one subsequent engaging portion nearest 
to the engaging portion is disposed at an angle different from a position of the engaging 
portion; and 

repeating the performing one of pushing the elements together or pulling the elements 
apart, such that the subsequent engaging portion passes through the opening . 

Claim 1 5 (Currently Amended): An earring, charact e rized in that th e e arring 
compris e s comprising: 

a connecting system according to any on e of th e claims claim 1 [[- 12]], comprising 
wherein the elongated element is a shank element and the receiving element is a sliding 
element, which can b e conn e ct e d, wh e rein s aid shanlc e l e ment comprises a connecting 
m e mb e r, and th e sliding elem e nt comprises an op e ning having a shap e such as to allow which 
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allows sliding passage of the shank element with the connecting member in a specific turn e d 
an angular position. 

Claim 16 (Currently Amended): A suspension system for objects, using Us e of the 
connecting system according to any on e of the claims claim 1 [[-12]] by carrying out th e 
m e thod according to claim 13 or H in a suspension syst e m for objects , in which the objects 
are suspended from a ceilin g, for example . 

Claims 17-18 (Canceled) 

Claim 19 (New): The connecting system according to claim 1, wherein the receiving 
element is substantially ring-shaped. 

Claim 20 (New): The connecting system according to claim 1, wherein the shape of 
the engaging portion and the shape of the opening is substantially ovular. 
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